Dear Pediatrician,
Thank you for being a champion for toddlers like
me. Your concern for my health and well-being is
admirable and much appreciated.

But I have a request...
If I am struggling learning how to walk, or talk, or
develop other new skills, please refer me and my
family to our state's early intervention program for an
evaluation.

When my family expresses concerns about my
development, please don't encourage them to "wait
and see." There is an established program staffed
with early childhood specialists (speech-language
pathologists, occupational therapists, physical
therapists, early childhood special educators) whose
sole purpose is to determine whether there is reason
to be concerned or not. These specialists can
determine whether I am experiencing a delay...and
will likely catch up on my own, or whether I am
acquiring milestones in an atypical manner...and need
intervention to support my learning and development.

The early intervention evaluation is FREE and it is
completed in my natural learning environment (not in
a clinic). And guess what? The evaluation will assess
all five developmental domains - including cognitive,
communication, social-emotional, physical, and selfhelp skills - which gives my family and you information
about my overall development.

I am a young child with a developing brain and body,
so instead of let's just wait and see, please consider
being proactive and moving to

#letsjustsee.

With love and respect,
Toddler
Cari Ebert, MS, CCC-SLP
Early Intervention Speech-Language Pathologist
www.cariebertseminars.com
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